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September & October, 2014

Chairperson’s Message
Greetings to all and welcome back from your summer vacations. I hope everyone enjoyed their vacations
to travel, visit, relax and return refreshed. It is hard to believe that summer is over, and it is time to plan
the fall activities at Birka Lodge. The warm summer months were great for vacations and sunbathing!
Today, as I write my message, the temperature is in the high 80’s and humid! Soon it will be fall with its
cooler temperatures.
A big thanks to the members of the June Refreshment Committee, Karin Caves, Matilda Halloran, Eva
Ghika, and John Caves. We all enjoyed their delicious strawberry and peach shortcakes. Thank you also to
Roz Blomgren for preparing the raffle basket. We collected $100 in ticket sales for this basket.
Thank you to Mike Swanson for arranging our 2014 summer outing, a boat trip to the Isle of Shoals on
Saturday, August 16. We had a great group of 28 including Past District Master Marlene Patient and her
husband, Ron; District Secretary Mary Ellen Jansson and her husband, Ake, District Executive Board
Member; District Treasurer, Lynne Martin and District Cultural Leader Merryl Havens and her husband.
It was a beautiful day—the weather was perfect. See photos of this fun day on the next page.
The first meeting of the fall will be September 26 at 7:30 p.m. Glen Boucher, a friend of Ann-Marie
Breuer’s, will be presenting a cultural program about his adventures in Sochi, Russia, during the 2014
Olympics. It should be a very interesting program. Following the meeting a gift basket, provided by Rox
Blomgren will be raffled off. An evening you won’t want to miss! A great time to fellowship with Birka
members and catch up on summer adventures.
The October 24th meeting is our annual Halloween/Hexan’s Potluck Supper at 6:30 p.m. Everyone
attending is asked to bring a main dish, salad or dessert. If your dish needs to be heated in the oven, please
arrive between 6:00–6:15. We would like to begin serving at 6:30. The lodge will provide coffee and cold
drinks. This very successful event is a testament to the great cooks we have at the lodge. Dessert will be
served following the meeting. Costumes are encouraged. Use your imagination. Children are welcome.
Come in costume for the Potluck! Who knows who or what you’ll meet!
At the September and October meetings, the signup sheet for volunteers for the Christmas Fair, November
29 at the Community House will be available. As always, we will need help with setting up the night
before, clean up, publicity, booth help, etc. We will also need donations for grabs, home baked goods, etc.
This is Birka Lodge’s major fund raising event of the year, and the support and help of all lodge members
is needed to make this year’s Christmas Fair as successful as in past years.
The Activities Committee will meet on September 21 at the home of Mike and Andrea Swanson at 3 p.m.
Thank you, Mike and Andrea. The October Activities Meeting will be announced at the September lodge
meeting. I encourage all officers and members to attend to help plan our Christmas Fair and upcoming
events.
As a reminder, please check Birka’s website, www.birka732.com . The website is maintained by Richard
Lilja. Thank you, Richard.
I look forward to seeing you at the September 26th meeting and the October 24th Hexan Potluck Supper.
Please mark the dates! Come and support your lodge and its officers. New program booklets for 2014—
2015 will be available at the meetings.
Happy Autumn! Your presence is requested to give encouragement to your officers and make more secure
the future of our Order. Welcome back!
In truth and unity,

Linda Christianson, PDM, Chairman

Hearty Birka Birthday Wishes
to these members . . .
. . . In September
3 Edith Sanborn
4 Michael Swanson
7 Warren E. Johnson
11 Lois Johnson
14 Karin Caves
. . . In October
4 Eddie Thurnquist
5 Rut Johnson

18
22
22
26

Naomi Graves
Nancy Sanford
Sharon Mikutel
Susan Bagnulo

. . . ‘round the Lodge
The August Outing was a great success! We
sailed from the pier in Portsmouth, N.H., to the
Isles of Shoals and back again. Our guide
narrated the cruise, pointing out all the sites
along the way, including the two lighthouses,
lots of wildlife and each of the seven islands.
Mike Swanson organized the event for us and
brought along his camera for some great
photos. Here he is greeting Inga Lill Olsson.

14 Sven Hyberts
20 Joseph Birch

7 Vincent Ghika
25 Karen Roman
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

REFRESHMENT COMMITTEES
September 27 Autumn’s Arrival
Audrey DiPillo, chair
Abigail Butt
Bill Ghen
Naomi Gray
Andrea and Ron Holmgren
Richard Lilja
Tina Rawson

From the District Board, we were joined by
Marlene and Ron Patient and Mary Ellen and
Ake Jansson, shown below.

October 25 Halloween/Hexan’s Potluck
Janet Muller, chair
Gus Blomgren
Linda Boylan
Janet Dawe
Eva Ghika
________________________________________

It was a great day for sailing and we took full
advantage of the weather!

If you have not paid your 2014 dues of
$25, you are now in arrears. Please mail
your dues to Financial Secretary, Linda
Boylan, 12 Upton Lane, Boxford, MA
01921. The checks should be made payable
to Birka Lodge 732.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Calendar Summary

September
21
Activities Committee meeting, 3 p.m. at
Mike and Andrea Swanson’s home in
Rowley, MA
26
Autumn’s Arrival lodge meeting,
7:30 p.m.
October
25
Halloween/Hexan lodge
meeting and potluck
supper, 6:30 p.m.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Reminders
• Sick Benefit Fund If you have been a Vasa
member for five years or more and have
paid your dues, you are entitled to receive
assistance with medical expenses from the
Grand Lodge. Each member is entitled to
receive up to $3,000. If you would like an
application, please contact Recording
Secretary, Judy Tanzer.

• Please notify Recording Secretary Judy
Tanzer of any address changes in writing
(3 Anthony Road, Hamilton, MA 01982) or
by phoning her (978-468-7407). We
appreciate your help in keeping the
membership rolls up to date.
• Note the earlier meeting time for the
October potluck supper. If you need to heat
food in the oven, please arrive about a half
hour early, so all the dishes can be in and
out of the oven by 6:30. Don’t forget your
costume!

A Swedish man and his Finish friend are
sharing a bottle of fine Vodka. The Swedish
man pours Vodka to the glasses and calls
"Scoll!" (="Cheers!").
The Finish man replies: "Are we going to
talk, or are we going to drink ??"
A popular line of national humor in Sweden
is "stupid jokes" told on the expense of the
Norwegian People. Jokes like:
“What happens if you lock a Norwegian in
a round room?
He ends up going round and round in
circles, looking for a corner where he
could pee.”
The funny bit, though, is that the
Norwegians tell the exact same jokes on
the expense of the Swedish.
If you asked a Norwegian how it all
started, he might relate it to WW2
when Sweden kept neutral and failed
to help Norway fight the Nazi
conquest.

Q: Why do Swedes always drink their milk in the store?
A: Because on the packet it says: OPEN HERE.
A Swedish student was in a bookstore. "This book will do half the job for you," the clerk
said. "Good, I will have two, " the Swede replied.
The Swedish doctor was so afraid of bacteria, that he cooked his ice-cubes before he put them in his
drink.
Why don't Swedes want to sit on the second floor of double-decker buses?
Because there's no driver.

Sweden in a nutshell
From north to south and east to west, at 173,860 sq miles third largest country in the EU by area.
Sweden from north to south, west to east – what does it look like? Well, something like this: We start
in the north, at Treriksröset, which is Sweden’s northernmost point and where three countries,
Sweden, Norway, and Finland, meet (actually, the name itself can be translated into English as
“Three-Country Cairn”). The name is derived from a monument of stones erected in 1897 by the
governments of Norway and Russia (which at the time was administering Finland). Since Sweden
could not agree on a boundary commission with the Norwegians, they did not contribute their stone
until 1901. Besides being the most north you can get in Sweden, it is also the most west you can get on
the Finnish mainland.
From Treriksröset we travel all the way down to Smygehuk, the southernmost point of Sweden. A
fishing village and harbor near Trelleborg, Smygehuk features a statue of a nude woman standing in
the harbor, made by artist Axel Ebbe and installed in 1930, titled “Famntaget” (The Embrace). The
model for the statue was Birgit Holmquist, mother of Nena von Schlebrügge, and grandmother of
American actress Uma Thurman.
The farthest west you can go in Sweden is Stora Drammen, an islet northwest of Kosteröarna (the
Koster islands) off Strömstad in Bohuslän. It lies within Kosterhavet’s national park.
From the islet of Stora Drammen we travel east to Kataja, an islet south of Haparanda in Norrbotten,
which is divided between Sweden and Finland and constitutes Sweden’s easternmost point. The
border was established in 1809 between what was previously two islands, the larger Swedish one
called Kataja and the smaller Finnish one called Inakari. In the decades since 1809, post-glacial
rebound has caused the land in the region to rise relative to sea level, joining the two islands.
Although some cabins can be found, the island is, and has probably always been, uninhabited.

The stone monument at Treriksröset, Sweden’s
northernmost point, is a yellow, dome-shaped
stone made of concrete, located in Lake
Goldajärvi. It was built in 1926.
Photo: Reinhardheydt

The little fishing village of Smygehuk is the southernmost
point in Sweden. Here we have the statue called
"Famntaget" (The Embrace), which stands in the harbor.
The model for the statue was Birgit Holmquist,
grandmother of American movie star Uma Thurman.

The most west you can go in Sweden is Stora
Drammen, part of Kosterhavet’s national park,
seen here.
Photo: Geological Survey of Sweden SGU

The island of Kataja, as far east as
you can get in Sweden, is a deserted
island shared between Sweden and
Finland.

Nothing compares with a Swedish
summer... nature reboots, the blue is
bluer, green greener, it's fresher than
well, anywhere.
(That is, whenever you ask a Swede)

View over SIljan Lake, Dalarna from Västanvik near Leksand.
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